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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
 
Export Inspection Council of India (EIC), the official certifying body of the Govt. of India for 
exports  under the Export  (Quality Control and Inspection) Act, 1963 which was enacted to 
ensure the quality  of export products through quality control and inspection.   
  
In order to facilitate the smooth functioning of the export from India in the present scenario 
of the international trade, in order to certify export of ornamental fishes , a general scheme 
has been developed to obtain the  health certificate for the consignment meant for export. 
 
2.        SCOPE 
 
The scheme covers all live fish which, are caught in wild, exported for the purpose of being 
used as ornamental fish and fish are kept, reared or placed on the market for ornamental 
purpose only, are not covered under any other notified or non notified export certification 
system.   
 
  
 
The export consignments shall be inspected by      Export   Inspection Agencies (EIA) prior to 
dispatch. Under this system, samples are drawn, as per approved sampling plans, inspected for 
verifying the conformity of the consignment to the  standards of the importing country or Codex 
standards or standards required by the buyer subject to these being not lower than those of the 
importing country. Tests  shall be  carried out in the EIA laboratories or any other laboratory 
approved by EIC. The certificate of inspection will be issued by Export Inspection Agencies 
only after the consignments clears the field inspection as well as the relevant laboratory tests 
reports.  
 
3.2 Criteria for conformity / basis of inspection  
 
•  Implementing GHP in, Packaging or Storage, as applicable.   
 
Product conforming to importing country’s requirement/Codex requirement/ buyer’s 
requirement/standards if not less than the importing country’s requirement/ relevant  National 
standards as applicable.  
 
3.3 Packing  
 
The consignment intended for export shall be packed  in a such a way that it shall not be alter the 
health status live ornamental fishes. The  following information given on cartons/boxes: 
  

1) Name & address of the exporter  
2) Species & Variety   

      3)  Lot No.   
      4)  Gross wt & net wt  
     5)  Country of Origin  
     6) Shipping Mark  
     7) EIC/EIA Logo  
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3.4. Procedure to be followed     
 
3.4.1 Notice of Inspection  
 
3.4.1.1 An exporter intending to avail this certification is required to submit 
 
  a)   Application for Inspection under CWI System in duplicate as per proforma   given at   

Annexure-I, 
  b)    Along with a bank draft for the required fee, 
  c)     Copies of invoice, 
  d)    The purchase order(along with contractual specification, if any), 
  e)   The relevant standard(s) of the importing country, to the nearest office of the office of   

the Export Inspection Agency  
 
3.4.1.2 The Application for Inspection under CWI System need to be given by the exporter to 

the concerned EIA; 
 
a.)  before three working days if the inspection is to be carried out at the premises situated at 

the same station of the office of the Export Inspection Agency, and  
 
b)     before ten working days if the inspection is to be carried out at the premises, which are 

not situated at the same station of the office of the Export Inspection Agency.  
 
3.4.2 Place of inspection  
 
The  inspection  will  be  carried  out  by  Export  Inspection  Agency  at the premises of the 
packer or any other premises where the goods are offered by the exporter, provided adequate 
facilities for the inspection exist therein. It will  be the responsibility of the exporter to 
provide all the facilities for inspection. In addition to the inspection at the premises, the 
Agency will  have the right to exercise such supervision of the inspected consignments at any 
place of storage, in transit or at the port before the actual shipment, including drawl of 
samples for laboratory analysis, as it may deem fit 
 
3.4.3 Procedure of inspection 
 
3.4.3.1  On receipt of the Application for Inspection under  the CWI System, the Export 
Inspection     Agency will depute an officer to inspect the consignment and draw samples for 
laboratory  examination. The officer deputed for inspection shall verify the consignment 
physically to  ensure the export worthiness of the same and assess the adequacy or otherwise 
of the sanitary and hygienic condition of packing  and storage 
 
3.4.3.2  The selection of packages/cartons for inspection will be done at random. For the 
purpose of drawing samples, the inspection officer will select the code wise lot according to 
the Method of Random Sampling. 
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The EIA official shall aseptically draw sample  for testing of the  diseases epizootic 
haematopoitic necrosis (EHN),infectious salmon anemia(ISA),viral hemorrhagic 
septicemia(VHS), infectious haematopoitic necrosis(IHN),spring viraemia of 
carp(SVC),bacterial kidney disease(BKD),infectious pancreatic necrosis(IPN), Koi herpes 
virus(KHV) and infection with Gyrodactylus salaries. Water  Samples shall  also be drawn 
for testing waters contaminants, if any. 
 
3.4.3.3 The samples drawn from different lots selected as per 3.4.3.2 above. will be sealed 
using any method of sealing process along with signature as a mark  of identification of the 
sampled bags and one sample may transported to the laboratory in  proper refrigerated / 
suitable condition, as may be required along with the laboratory intimation form  (Annexure 
II), duly filled in.  Out of remaining two samples one shall be kept at concerned EIA as 
reference sample  and other sample is given to exporter as exporter’s sample’. In case of 
dispute(s), if any over the test results retesting can be allowed using the concerned EIA as 
reference sample  and other sample is given to exporter as exporter’s sample’. In case of 
dispute(s), if any over the test results retesting can be allowed using the ‘reference sample’, 
for which the exporter shall submit a written request and also pay the requisite testing charges 
to the concerned EIA. 
 
3.4.3.4.  On completion of inspection, sealing and drawl of samples, the inspecting officer 
will prepare a Field Inspection Report (FIR) in respect of each consignment (Annexure III) 
inspected.  
 
3. 4.3.5.  If the lot, after analysis of sample, does not conform to the specifications given in 
the standards applicable, it will be rejected and a rejection letter as given at Annexure V, will 
be issued with clear mention of the reasons for rejection The exporter/processor may at his 
discretion further reprocess the lot and resubmit application for Inspection under the CWI 
System, along with the required inspection fee.  
 
3.4.4 Testing  of samples in the laboratory  
 
 The samples received in the laboratory will be analyzed  for different diseases as in para 2 of 
3.4.3.2 and other  parameters mentioned in the in laboratory intimation format, which shall be 
based on standards of the importing country or Codex standards or standards required by a 
buyer subject to these being not lower than those of the importing country. In case none of 
the standards exist, testing can be done as per the relevant National standards (EIC). Lab 
report will be submitted to EIA if the sample anslyised in lab other than EIA.  Laboratory 
testing charges will have to be borne by the applicant (exporter/processor). 
 
3.4.5. Certificate of inspection 
 
3.4.5.1.  Export Inspection Agency will issue the Certificates of Inspection_ as per Annexure 
IV   after the consignment/lot(s) has/have duly passed. The first two copies of the certificates 
will be given to the exporter, third copy sent to Export Inspection Council, New Delhi and the 
fourth copy retained by the Agency for its official records.  
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3.4.5.2 Validity of certificate of inspection  

 
 The inspection certificate shall be valid for a period of forty five days.  
 
3.4.6    Issuance of health certificate & attestation   
  
The EIA shall issue health certificates based on reports (given below) of the unit, in the format 
given at Annexure-VI and VIII(ANNEX II and ANNEX IV of 2006/656/EC )or any other 
format certifying additional condition, if any, based on importing country’s requirement. Health 
Certificate may be issued on conformity of satisfactory  
results of :  
  
 •  laboratory test(s) conforming to the parameters described in 3.4.1.2 is satisfactory and the 

standard together with microbiological tests (if applicable). 
 
 laboratory test(s) for the additional parameters to be indicated in the health certificate 

clearly indicating about compliance of the consignment as per the requirement of 
importing country/codex.  

 
•  field inspection report (FIR). 
  
4.   CERTIFICATION  FEE  
 
4.1 Certification fee shall be paid by the applicant to the EIA at following rates 
 
 In Case of Consignment Wise Inspection (CWI) :  @ 0.4 % of FOB value of  
consignment. 
 
4.2 Mode of payment  
 
 Every approved unit must have a passbook with deposit account, operating with EIAs to 
debit inspection fee. No blank form of Certificate of Inspection shall be issued to the 
approved unit unless there is a minimum balance in the passbook of the processing unit.    
 
5 APPEAL  
 
Any applicant aggrieved by the decision  of the Export Inspection Agency either under CWI 
or may, within 10 days of the receipt of the communication of such refusal prefer an appeal 
which will be referred by the Agency to the Director (I&QC). The appeal will be disposed of 
within fifteen days from its receipt. The decision of the Director (I&QC) in such an appeal 
will be final.  
 
 
 
                                                                 ********* 
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Annexure-1 
 

Application for Inspection under CWI System 
 

Invoice No. date      10 Exporter’s Ref                   11 
Buyer’s Order No. & date                                                     12 

Exporter’s Name Address                                          1 
 
 

Manufacture’s Name & Address                                2 
 
 
 
 
Details of the Manufacture’s Seal, if any                   3 
 
 

 
To                                                                                           13 
 
The 
(Name and Address of the Inspection Authority) 
 
 
 
 
 
Please inspect the consignment and issue a Certificate of 
inspection under the…………..Act.  A crossed cheque for 
Rs………..drawn on………..is enclosed as inspection fee. 
Please debit our Account Pass book No…….enclosed. 
 
 
Date                                                   Signature of Exporter 
 

Inspection required on        4 Weekly Holiday             5 
 

Vessel/Flight No.                6 Port of loading               7 
 

Probable Date of Loading   8 Date of sealing flight      9 
 

Address where consignment is to be inspected      14 

Marks & Nos.15         No. & kind of Pksgs.16        Description   17 Quantity          18 
As declared    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOB value(in Rs)   19 

Technical requirements including specifications/approved samples with its characteristics as stipulated in the export contact            20 

Other Relevant Information:                                                                                                                                               21 
 
Declarations: Certified that the goods mentioned above have been manufactured/produced to satisfy the conditions relating 
to quality control/inspection and consignment  conforms to the specifications 
 
 
Certified that the goods have been offered previously for inspection vide intimation no………..Dated…………and the 
defects as pointed out earlier have duly rectified. 
 
 
Certified that no additional technical or quality requirement other than mentioned above have been stipulated by the overseas 
buyer 

 
 
 

 

Singautre & Date 
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ANNEXURE : II 

 
      Export Inspection Agency- Chennai/ Delhi/Kolkata/Kochi/Mumbai  

 
LABORATORY INTIMATION FORMAT 

 
Product:   
  
Code of Sample:  
  
Sampling done on:  
 
Diseases  & Parameters to be tested: 
 
 
S.No. Parameters Diseases  Reference Standards 
    
    
    
    
    
    
 
                                                                                       
Note, if any :    
  
Signature: 
 
  
Name of Inspecting Officer: 

   

 
Date:  
 
Place: 
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ANNEXURE-III  
  
 
Export Inspection Agency-Chennai / Delhi / Kolkata/ Kochi / Mumbai  
 
 

FIELD  INSPECTION  AND  QUALITY  CONTROL  REPORT (FIR) 
    
  
  Book No.   
  
1 .   Name and address of exporter      :  
  
2.    Name & address of packer         :  
  
3.    Product & Type                          :  
  
4.    Type of Packages                      :  
  
5.    No. of packages and quantity       :  
  
6.    No. of samples analysed           :  
  
7.    Application No./ Lot No.         :   
  
8.    Shipping mark                          :  
  
9.    Country of Destination            :   
  
10.  Details of Inspection carried     :  
      out & outcome  
  
11.  Hygienic condition of the premises    :  
         where consignment is  
 
12. EIC Seal No.: 
    
  
  
  
  
Place:                                                                                                                               Signature:  
  
Date:                                                                                                                              Designation:  
  
Time:  
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Annexure-IV 
 

CERTIFICATE OF INSPECTION  
 

Invoice & Date                                                         6 
 
Buyer’s Order No. & date                                        7     
 

Exporter’s Name Address                                          1 
 
 
 

Manufacture’s Name & Address                                2 
 
 
 
 
Details of the Manufacture’s Seal, if any                   3 
 
 
 
Details of Seal of Inspection authority, if  any           4        
 

                                                                                 8 
 
              EXPORT INSPECTION AGENCY-
CHENNAI/DELHI/KOLKATA/KOCHI/MUMBAI 

(Ministry of Commerce) 
Government of India 

Address of the concerned EIA 
 
 
 
 
Valid upto and including …….. 
 

Specification Reference                                              5 
 

Certificate No.                                                           9 

Mark & Nos.    10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No.& kind of Pkgs   11 Description of Goods(*)         12 Quantity     13 FOB value(In Rs.   14 

Remarks if any            Stamp for FOB Revision                                                                                     15 
 
 
 
CERTIFICATION UNDER CONSIGNMENT WISE INSPECTION (cwi) SYSTEM 
 

 
SEAL OF THE ISSUING AUTHORITY 

 

 

It is hereby certified on the basis of controls out,that the commodities as per details given herein are in conformity to 
specifications prescribed under  I )  importing  government requirements, ii) international standards, iii) buyers 
requirement( not less than importing govt. requirements), iv) domestic Indian standards. 
 

                                                                                                        Signature 
 
 

                                                                                                  Name 
 

                                                      Designation Accordance with the standard 
 

                                                                                                          Date 
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(*) Description should include grade, size and brand, if any. 
 ANNEXURE-V  

  
REJECTION  LETTER 

 
 Export Inspection Agency-Chennai / Delhi / Kolkata / Kochi / Mumbai  
  
No: EIA/  
   
To  
  
M/s............................................  
...................................................  
...................................................  
...................................................  
...................................................  
  
 Subject      : Consignment Wise Pre-Shipment Inspection (CWI) 
...........................................  
  
Reference  : Your intimation No. ....................................... dated ......................  
  
  
Sir,  
  
  
 With reference to your above mentioned intimation for inspection, this is to inform you  that the 
consignment of ............................................. was inspected  under CWI, and it was not found 
conforming to the specifications recognised under ............................ It is therefore, regretted that 
the certificate of export worthiness cannot be issued due to the following reason(s):  
  
Reason (s) for rejection   
  
1)  
  
2)  
  
3)  
  
4)  
  

  Yours faithfully  
 
 
 

Joint Director  
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Annexure-VI
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Annexure-VII 
 
 

Explanatory notes 
 

 
General guidance  
 
a) The certificates shall be produced by the competent 
authorities of the exporting country. 
 
(b) The original of each certificate shall consist of a single 
page, double-sided, or, where more than one page is 
required, it shall be in such a form that all pages form part of 
an integrated whole and are indivisible. 
 
(c) It shall, on the right hand side of the top of each page, be 
marked as ‘original’ and bear a specific code number issued 
by the competent authority. All pages of the certificate shall 
be numbered — (page number) of (total number of 
pages). 
 
(d) The original of the certificate and the labels referred toin 
the model certificate shall be drawn up in at least one official 
language of the EC Member State in which the inspection at 
the border post shall be carried out and of the EC Member 
State of destination. However, these Member States may 
allow other languages, if necessary, accompanied by an 
official translation 
. 
(e) The original of the certificate must be completed on the 
day of loading the consignment for exportation to the EC 
with an official stamp and signed by an official inspector 
designated by the competent authority. In doing so, the 
competent authority of the exporting country shall ensure 
that the principles of certification 
equivalent to those laid down in Council Directive 96/93/EC 
are followed. 
 
(f) The stamp, unless embossed, and the signature shall be 
in a colour different to that of the printing. 
 
(g) The original of the certificate must accompany the 
consignment until it reaches the EC border inspection post. 
 
(h) The certificate shall be valid for 10 days from the date 
of issue. In the case of transport by ship, the time ofvalidity 
is prolonged by the time of journey at sea. 
 

Guidance for completing  Part I of the certificates 

(a) Box I.8 Region of origin: If necessary: concerns 

only where regionalisation measures or approved zone 
definition according to this Decision or Decision 
2003/858/EC. The regions and the approved zones 
must be indicated as they appeared in the EU Official 
Journal. 

(b) Box I.10. Region of destination: Cf. box I.8. 

(c) Box I.13. Place of loading: If different from box 

I.11. give the place where the animals are loaded and 
particularly, in case of pre-assembly 

(d) Box I.20. Quantity: give the total gross weight and 
the total net weight in kg. 

(e) Box I.22. Number of packages: give the number of 
boxes in which the animals are being transported. 

(f) Box I.25. Commodities certified for: give exclusive 
destination of the fish. (Only the possible options 
shall appear on each specific certificate) 

— Quarantine: This refer to quarantine as required 
under the relevant Community legislation 
 

— Pets: This applies also where ornamental  
aquatic animals are intended for pet-shops of 
similar businesses for further sale 

— Circus/exhibition: This applies also where orna- 
mental aquatic animals are intended for exhi- 
bition aquaria of similar businesses, not for 
further sale 

— ‘Other’: intended for purposes not listed elsewhere 
in this classification, such as private import or 
trough transhippers. 

(g) Box I.28 The common name of the species may be 

included together with the scientific name. 
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