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Memorandum of Understanding

Between

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare, of the Republic of India;

The Export Inspection Council (EIC) of the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, of the Republic of India

and

The Netherlands Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority (NVWA)
with governing Ministries
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Food Security and Nature
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport of the Kingdom of The Netherlands

on

Cooperation in Food Safety

Hereafter collectively referred to as the “Parties” and individually as a “Party” to
this Memorandum of Understanding (hereinafter referred to as “MoU”")

Guided by the wish to develop further contacts and deepening cooperation and in
view of jointly improving the food safety, have reached the following
understanding:

Paragraph 1: OBJECTIVE

a) The Parties, subject to the provisions of this MoU and the laws, rules,
regulations and national policies in force in each country, and within the
limits of each party’'s competence and available resources, decide to
strengthen, promote and develop cooperation in food safety between
the two countries on the basis of equality and mutual benefit.

Strengthen collaboration between the parties in relevant international -

bodies that develop international standards, guidelines and

recommendations relevant to the matters covered by this MoU.
Paragraph 2: AREAS OF COOPERATION

The areas of potential cooperation under this MoU include, but are not limited to,
the followings:

i. Food safety and related risk analysis;
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ii. Standard setting, monitoring and surveillance, knowledge sharing on
antimicrobial resistance, and antimicrobial substances;

iii. Knowledge sharing on food borne outbreaks and investigations, testing
laboratories, the development of national, regional, and international
standards;

iv. Food processing for agricultural produce and agro-based food
industries in the context of food safety;

v. Direct and timely notification of and cooperation in cases of serious and
immediate concern with respect to public health, or fraudulent
practices associated with food traded between the two countries;

vi. The application of digital technologies including the use of electronic
certification.

Paragraph 3: IMPLEMENTATION

In order to realize the activities, working meetings can be organized to
evaluate the current work and plan for future activities. Meetings can be hosted
alternately in India and the Netherlands and may coincide with a relevant
thematic workshop and/or during the meetings of the India-Netherlands Joint
Working Groups on Health and/or Agriculture.

The cooperation activities may include:

i. Exchange of delegations of experts and scientists;
ii. Joint organization of technical seminars, workshops, and conferences;

iii. Coordination, formulation and implementation of joint research projects
of interests to the Parties;
iv. Any other forms of mutual cooperation agreed upon by the Parties.

Paragraph 4: DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION AND CONFIDENTIALITY

a) Where any information is jointly developed by the Parties, it will be
mutually decided in writing on how such information may be disclosed to
the third parties.

b) Where a Party ("the providing Party") provides information to the other

Party ("the receiving Party") in accordance with this MoU, and
designates the information as “confidential”, the receiving Party will
maintain the confidentiality of such information.
The receiving Party will use shared information only for the purposes
specified by the providing Party, and will not otherwise disclose or use
such information without the express written permission of the providing
Party except to the extent that the disclosure or use is necessary to
comply with the receiving Party's domestic law.
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Paragraph 5: FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS AND HUMAN RESOURCES

a) The Parties acknowledge that all activities under this MoU will be
subjected to the availability of funds and resources and the laws, rules
and regulations governing the respective Parties.

The Parties decide to design a road map for cooperation, within six (6)
months after signing this MoU.

Each Party will bear its own costs which arise from the implementation
of cooperative activities under this MoU unless otherwise mutually
decided by the Parties.

Paragraph 6: SETTLEMENT OF DIFFERENCES

The Parties decide that any dispute arising from the implementation to
interpretation of this MoU will be resolved amicably in good faith through
consultation/discussions.

Paragraph 7: AMENDMENT AND REVIEW

The MoU may be amended by mutual written consent of the Parties. Such
revisions or amendments will come into effect upon the date of its signature by
the Parties, or as otherwise mutually agreed. Such amendment will form as
an integral part of this MoU.

Paragraph 8: LIAISON OFFICERS AND ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES

a) The Liaison officers for each Party are designated under Schedule 1
and they are the primary point of contact for communications under this
MoU.

b) Each Party shall notify the other Parties of any changes to their
respective Schedule 1 entries.

¢) Each Party shall also notify in writing the other Parties when the name,
structure or accountability of their organization substantively changes.

d) Updating Schedule -1 with such administrative aspects under this
Article does not otherwise constitute an amendment to the provisions of
this MoU. '
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Paragraph 9: VALIDITY, EXTENSION, AND TERMINATION

a) This MoU shall enter into force on the date on which it is signed, and
thereafter it will be valid for five (5) years and thereafter it will be
automatically extendable for another Five (5) years, unless either Party
gives notice in writing to terminate the MoU.

b) This MoU replaces the previous MoU signed between the Parties that is
FSSAI, EIC, and NVWA in March 2019.

c) This MoU may be terminated at any time by either of the Party. Such
termination shall be communicated to the other Parties in writing at least
60 (sixty) days prior to the date of termination.

d) The effect of any termination, on the validity or duration of any specific
projects, or ongoing programs or activities under this MoU, shall be
mutually decided by the Parties and specified in writing at the time of
termination.

e) Termination of this MoU will not affect the provisions of Disclosure of
Information and Confidentiality under Paragraph 4 of this MoU.

In witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorized by their respective
Governments have signed this MoU.

Signed at The Hague, The Netherlands, on 13" June, 2025 in three originals each
in English and Hindi languages, both texts being equally authentic. In case of any
divergence in the interpretation, the English text shall prevail.

=z
Signature: Signature: i o
Name: Kumar Tuhin Nan}e/r“G.J.C.M. Bakker
IAmbassador of India to the Kingdom of [Inspector-General of the Kingdom of
The Netherlands The Netherlands

For The Food Safety and Standards  |For The Netherlands Food and

Authority of India (FSSAI) Consumer Product Safety Authority
The Ministry of Health and Family (NVWA)

\Welfare of the Republic of India Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Food
and Security and Nature & Ministry of

The Export Inspection Council (EIC) |Health, Welfare and Sports

Industry of the Republic of India

The Ministry of Commerce and
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Schedule 1

LIAISON OFFICERS:

To facilitate the joint work mentioned in the MoU and its implementation, the
Parties designate the following contact persons:

1) FSSAI contact point is: Mr. Manvesh Kumar, Director, or his replacement
(Contact details: address: Food Safety and Standards Authority of India,
FDA Bhawan, Kotla Marg, New Delhi-110002, email: dir-
imports@fssai.gov.in, telephone: 011- 23667395)

2) EIC contact point is: Dr. J.S. Reddy, Additional Director, EIC or his
replacement (Contact details: address:  Export Inspection Council (EIC),
2nd Floor, B- Plate, Block-1, Commercial Complex, East Kidwai Nagar, New
Delhi-110023, email: addnldir@eicindia.gov.in , telephone: 011-
20815386/87/88)

3) NVWA contact point is: Mr. Edzart Bruinier, Senior Advisor International
Cooperation, or his replacement.

(Contact Details: Team External Relations, Catharijnesingel 59 | 3511 GG |
Utrecht, Postbus 43006 | 3540 AA | Utrecht, email:
InternatExpertise@nvwa.nl telephone: 0031 88 223 33 33)
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